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Autobiographical Narrative Statement
I am currently an art educator at Cumberland County High School in Crossville, Tennessee. I teach students that have diverse learning styles ranging from beginning art students to Advanced Placement students. I graduated from Tennessee Technological University in 2007 and obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Housing and Design. In 2009, I completed degree requirements within the field of Art Education and obtained my teaching certification in Art Education (Grades K-12). Due to my interest in Education, I have continued my studies as a Graduate Student and am currently working towards a Master's Degree in Art Education. 

Throughout many communities, I have enjoyed teaching in public schools as well as on a volunteer basis. Due to my experiences in both the design and teaching field, I have become a strong, innovative team leader with skills in both problem solving and instruction. Because I am an artist and designer, my success provides a tangible aspect to the learning process. My past experiences in the art field have allowed me to train students in an assortment of media (printmaking, metals, clay, painting, drawing/drafting, etc.). In addition, I have developed lesson plans which are geared towards helping students with multiple learning styles. A few years ago, I developed the first ever AP art program at my school from the ground up. This college preparatory class has immensely helped students and their readiness for art at the college level. Students have learned to create innovative art, digital slides, and commentaries for their portfolio submittal. Several of my students are now Art majors in college and have contributed their passion for art to their creative training in high school. Through working with students, I have found that success lies in the encouragement of creativity, higher order thinking, and teamwork.

My personal interests are currently directed towards Gifted Studies, Interdisciplinary Studies, Cultural Studies, Identity in Art, and Environmental Strategies. I continue to explore different curriculum designs, teaching methodology, and artistic media/techniques. As an art advocate, I am a member of numerous organizations and professional associations. I attend regular Art Education Conferences and art workshops as I feel it is important to consistently develop as an artist and teacher. As Claude Monet once said, "It's on the strength of observation and reflection that one finds a way. So we must dig and delve unceasingly."
